"Whitman's Leaves of Grass and the Writing ofa New American Bible" ; Michael D. Sowder, "Walt Whitman, The Apostle" [245] [246] [247] [248] [249] [250] [251] [252] [253] [254] ; Bill Hardwig, "Walt Whitman and the Epic Tradition: Political and Poetical Voices in 'Song of Myself" [Examines the first three editions of Leaves of Grass in the context of the "promotional discourse" of mid-nineteenthcentury America, arguing that Whitman "modeled his publicity efforts on his books' behalf on the antics of such brash contemporary promoters as James G. Bennett and Robert Bonner, taking special care to assert the tnIe and lasting worth of his project in a marketplace full of ephemeral and merely material goods," and argues that Whitman's form owes much to the street vendors and printed ads of his time, even as it defines itself against the ubiquitous "'low' promotional versions of poetry that were so prevalent"; concludes that, "convinced of poetry's absolute necessity, [Whitman] .. stress variety and change," pointing "towards the synchronic and the diachronic, the eternal and the actual," and goes on to investigate "the philosophical pedigree of that paradox" by "taking Whitman's Hegelianism seriously, at least seriously enough to allow into Whitman's purview the archenemy of Hegelianism, and the prophet of 'true' repetition, Seren Kierkegaard"; offers "a Kierkegaardian reading of Whitman" that indicates "a new and bracing paradigm for reading the questions of identity and difference that are central to Whitman's poetry," including the "idea of secrecy" and the "paradox of .. stress variety and change," pointing "towards the synchronic and the diachronic, the eternal and the actual," and goes on to investigate "the philosophical pedigree of that paradox" by "taking Whitman's "Hegelianism seriously, at least seriously enough to allow into Whitman's purview the archenemy of Hegelianism, and the prophet of 'true' repetition, Seren Kierkegaard"; offers "a Kierkegaardian reading of Whitman" that indicates "a new and bracing paradigm for reading the questions of identity and difference that are central to Whitman's poetry," including the "idea of secrecy" and the "paradox of 
